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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, LE 

SUBJ: SITUATION IN LEBANON: VIEWS OF MARONITE PATRIARCH 


1 . CALLED ON MARONITE PATRIARCH KHRAYSH AT BKERKE AT HIS 
REQUEST MORNING JULY 14. IN BEIEF, HE SHARES GENERAL 
PESSIMISM ABOUT SITUATION AND SAYS IT UP TO US TO GET SARKIS 
TO REACT. I TOLD HIM WE HAD MADE, AND WOULD CONTINUE TO MAKE, 
EFFORTS TO DO SO, BUT IN FINAL ANALYSIS WE COULD NOT MAKE 
HIM MOVE IF THE WILL WAS NOT THERE. 


2. PATRIARCH SAID HE WAS SENDING BISHOP TO SEE SARKIS TO 
URGE HIM TAKE DECISIVE STAND. HE NOTED THAT SARKIS WAS COM- 
PLAINING MORE ABOUT CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES THAN HE WAS ABOUT 
SYRIAN AND THAT HE HAD DRESSED PIERRE GEMAYEL DOWN IN HIS 
PRESENCE FOR KATA'IB'S OBSTRUCTIONIST ATTITUDE. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT I SHOULD TALK TO GEMAYEL AND CHAMOUN FRANKLY AND GET 
THEM TO SUPPORT PRESIDENT. HE NOTED THAT THEY WOULD NOT 
LISTEN TO HIM. I SAID I HAD ALREADY TALKED TO THEM, PERHAPS 
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TOO FRANKLY, BECAUSE THEY NOW REPORTED BE ANGRY WITH ME. 

DIALOGUE WAS FURTHERMORE COMPLICATED BY COMMUNICATION PROBLEM. 
I COULD NOT GO TO ASHRAFIYAH AND CHAMOUN COULD NOT COME OUT. 

IN ANY EVENT, FIRST REQUISITE WAS THAT SARKIS DO SOMETHING 
FOR WHICH SUPPORT COULD BE ASKED. PATRIARCH NOTED THAT SARKIS 
WAS A TIMID MAN. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. PATRIARCH DISPLAYED CONSIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY ABOUT ATTI 
TUDES MARONITE LEADERS ON QUESTION PARTITION. HE WANTED ME 
TO TELL HIM WHAT THEY INTENDED. I SAID IT HARD TO TELL AND 
PASSED QUESTION BACK TO HIM. HE SAID MARONITE PUBLIC OPINION 
INCREASINGLY FAVORED PARTITION, BUT IT WOULD BE DISASTER. IT 
WAS CHRISTIANS WHO HAD AGITATED FOR GREATER LEBANON, THEY 
COULD NOT NOW GO BACK TO PETIT LIBAN. CHAMOUN AND GEMAYEL 
KEPT TELLING HIM THEY WERE AGAINST PARTITION, BUT HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHETHER THEY WERE SINCERE. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT PATRIARCH, WHO IS REASON- 
ABLE AND INTELLIGENT, DOES NOT HAVE MORAL AUTHORITY OF HIS 
PREDECESSOR. IN THIS DIFFICULT HOUR LEBANON NEEDS EFFECTIVE 
LEADERSHIP, AND IT IS NOT GETTING IT. PARKER 
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